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ships began to oust the Dutch from the Swedish
and Danish trade and the Dantzic and Baltic
ports, while in the Mediterranean and Indian
trade, where the Dutch had formerly been so
strong, they also lost their hold to a great
extent. In 1700 the Dutch had more ships than
the English, but within a very few years of that
time the preponderance was altogether in favour
of the British. The war of the Spanish Suc-
cession, from 1702 to 1713, which ended in the
Peace of Utrecht, was highly favourable to
British commerce.

Various treaties of commerce in addition to
the Methuen Treaty were entered into during
this period. That of 1713 with France stipu-
lated that the subjects of both countries should,
as to all duties on merchandise, and other
matters relating to commerce, be placed in each
other's dominions on an equality with the most
favoured foreign nation, and this had the effect
of bringing much larger quantities of French
fabrics into use in England. A favourable
trading treaty was also made with Spain in

It was about this time that the first faint idea
of steam as a motive power began to take
form. In 1661 the Marquis of Worcester, in his
" Century of Inventions," had hinted at such
a possibility, but in 1687 Denis Papin, curator
of the Royal Society, had demonstrated the
feasibility of a steam pump, and by 1708 was
communicating to his society a plan for a boat
the oars of which were to be propelled by heat.
Although Papin' s suggestions were never carried
to the test of practical working, they were